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City-Brooks Park

PROJECT
OVERVIEW

City Brooks Park & University Lakes
Unified Master Plan & Governance Structure
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City-Brooks Park

Master Plan
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Project Overview

CITY PARKFOR TH

City-Brooks Park has extraordinary
potential—minutes from downtown,
adjacent to LSU, deeply loved by the
community, and defined by its scale,
ecology, and proximity to University
Lakes and the Knock-Knock
Museum—positioning it as a premier
destination for East Baton Rouge.

However, the park is fragmented and
lacks a holistic vision: while the dog
park, art gallery, and golf course are
popular, they function in isolation,
leaving other areas underutilized,
poorly connected, and limited in
programming needed to support a
true destination park.
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Project Overview

Focus Area #4: Greenway Funding & Maintenance Models

Welcoming Everyone By the end of the first three years ... Relevant
O Test operational models with the
() Caccantine Dannla > .
C17 SIou S Hawih Loos, mnd Recommendations
\ | / g Scotlandville Parkway projects.
» / | il = 16.1: Create Functional Use
I T TR ST } = O Develop a plan for preferred model(s)
‘\ | ot fitiira cuctam avnancinn that addraccac Classification System For Trails
‘ \. /8" ¥Baker / ‘ \ 1 Resources
7 [ D U i
’ )
A s |
1 /
.......... \ - i /iR L Expansion
\ / Y
Cqm R 3 5
\ /—® Brownfields ™ m |
" -, / e | eway trai
\ (@Pcown arna mrsmave ( Centri
\ 17 A & MRS Forrs ras 1
LN i/ Fm'.m. < ) ‘ burces
/ % CONEIXVATION )
N / o S
N NV L R b
Site Considerations *'Merrydale -/\
The LAYERED MISTORY: Visible and hidden stories, from  INCLUSIVE TRANSITIONS: A gentle ramp and terrace taper 3 iding will 0 | Y s /
for Indigenous communities to the Baton Rouge Swim- into the open lawn, linking the two buildings with a soft  the legacy of the Clubhouse, creating a complementary O :\ / (
In, inform the design, with landscape and architecture  siope that supports visitors of all ages and and extending  relationship programmatically and architecturally. I 2 N \ 1
honoring the past while supporting contemporary use. programming naturally to the central events lawn. PARKNG + ACCESSIBLITY: Upgraded and expanded aToss smsreve \
ARRIVAL LANDSCAPE: Drawing inspiration from the Live  MULTIPURPOSE EVENT LAWN: The lawnservesasafiexible parking, intuitive wayfinding, enhanced lighting, and
the project evolves. Oaks, strong landscape cues form an entry sequence that  community hub, supporting golf toumaments, training. and  universally accessible paths ensure that arrival and S
sets the tone for the experience beyond casual play, while also hosting BRG programs fike First navigation across the site are safe, clear, and weicoming, pcess

PRIORITIZING CONNECTION: By linking programs, people,
and place, we'll strengthen relationships among the new
building, existing Clubhouse, event lawn, golf facilities, and
City-Brooks Park

Wednesdays, fundraisers, and seasonal events. Broader
community gatherings with BREC can maximize the value
of the indoor-outdoor amenity.

CIRCULATION + WAYFINDING: A widened path from the
horseshoe lawn establishes a clear arrival sequence,
improving access and loading.

MAGCUA DHE

S

1.8R6CAC
2.ART PROMENADE + BRG INSTALLATIONS
2 IMPROVE PEDESTRIAN CROSSING

L IMPROVE LIGHTING + HARDSCAPING

5 AOOITIONAL PARKING, 115 SPACES

& IMPROVE CONNECTION 10 BROOKS PARK
7. STREET EDOK \MPROVEMEN ©

8 ACKNOWLEDGE SWEET OLIVE CEMETERY
. MCKINLEY SCHOOL ARTS PROGRAMMING
10, IMPROVE KNOCK KNOCK CONNECTION

NANO + GS|Arch

D repair historical harm

|and recreation equity.

|d addressing the causes of
5s to quality parks and green
this. As part of the Trust
|0-Minute Walk program,
xisting policies. The goal is
unities to update them or

s that better advance park
equity. BREC also adopted a policy that makes
community engagement a requirement of park
decision-making. The policy also standardizes
engagement practices.

PARKS

PARKS WITH PURPOSE

T T

In terms of restorative equity, opportunities
include Citv-Rrooks Park Fxnresswav Park,

rk,
HOME The Project News Participate m

Webb
n.

The University Lakes Restoration Project team reminds the public that beginning
June 4, 2025, May Street will be closed to all traffic between Dalrymple Drive and

-

Increased visibility from recent projects
like Contemporary Art Gallery and
University Lakes projects, alignment with
the IYP3 Park Vision, and a growing call
for cohesion make now the right time to
establish a unified, connected park
framework.

East Lakeshore Drive. This applies to vehicles, cyclists, and pedestrians.

Exciting changes are coming to
the University Lakes System.

A partnership between LSU and
state and local partners is working
to create a more sustainable lakes
system through ambitious
environmental restoration that will
also add tremendous recreational
value for all people of Baton Rouge.




Project Overview

ONGOING
PROJECTS

Sasaki will work with Nano
team to align timeline and
content.

Site Considerations

The following design explorations presentinitialideas
for how anew building and site strategy might support
the projectgoals. These studies are intended to inform
the ongoing development of the 25% Schematic Design
package and help shape a clearand compelling visionas
the projectevolves.

PRIORITIZING CONNECTION: By linking programs, people,
and place, we'll strengthen relationships among the new
building, existing Clubhouse, event lawn, golf facilities, and
City-Brooks Park.

1.BRG CAC
2. ARY PROMENADE + BRG INSTALLATIONS
3.IMPROVE PEDESTRIAN CROSSING

4. IMPROVE LIGHTING + HARDSCAPING
5.ADDITIONAL PARKING, 115 SPACES
6.IMPROVE CONNECTION TO BROOKS PARK
7. STREET EDCE \WMPROVEMENT

8. ACKNOWLEDGE SWEET OLIVE CEMETERY
9. MCKINLEY SCHOOL ARTS PROGRAMMING
10. IMPROVE KNOCK KNOCK CONNECTION

HISTORY OF CITY-BROOKS PARK + POOL

CURRENT BRG HOME + CLUBHOUSE

LAYERED HISTORY: Visible and hidden stories, from
Indigenous communities to the Baton Rouge Swim-
In, inform the design, with landscape and architecture
honoring the past while supporting contemporary use.

ARRIVAL LANDSCAPE: Drawing inspiration from the Live
Oaks, strong landscape cues form an entry sequence that
sets the tone for the experience beyond.

CIRCULATION + WAYFINDING: A widened path from the
horseshoe lawn establishes a clear arrival sequence,
improving access and loading.

VISIBILITY + MATURE LIVE OAK TREE CANOPY

INCLUSIVE TRANSITIONS: A gentle ramp and terrace taper
into the open lawn, linking the two buildings with a soft
slope that supports visitors of all ages and and extending
programming naturally to the central events lawn.

MULTIPURPOSE EVENT LAWN: The lawn serves asaflexible
community hub, supporting golf tournaments, training, and
casual play, while also hosting BRG programs like First
Wednesdays, fundraisers, and seasonal events. Broader
community gatherings with BREC can maximize the value
of the indoor-outdoor amenity.

x>
&£ =

EVENT PARKINGISROOKS]MCKINLEY

UNIVERSITY LAKES PROJECT

HISTORIC CITY-BROOKS PARK GOLF COURSE

EXISTING BRG SPACE: Thesiteand new building will respect
the legacy of the Clubhouse, creating a complementary
relationship programmatically and architecturally.

PARKING + ACCESSIBILITY: Upgraded and expanded
parking, intuitive wayfinding, enhanced lighting, and
universally accessible paths ensure that arrival and
navigation across the site are safe, clear, and welcoming.

A TS \
PARKING + ACCESSIBILITY

NANO + GS|Arch
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Project Overview

CITY-BROOKS

COMMUNITY PARK

City-Brooks Community Park was formed in
2008 when BREC combined the historic
City Park and Brooks Park into a unified
community park. City Park dates back to the
1920s with amenities like golf, tennis, and
swimming, and Brooks Park grew from the
United Negro Recreation Association’s 1949
pool and community space, later donated to
BREC in 1953.

Today the park features tennis courts, a
swimming pool, a dog park, a splash pad,
walking trails, a fishing lake, croquet, and a
peaceful labyrinth. Families can explore the
Knock Knock Children’s Museum or view
contemporary art at the Baton Rouge
Gallery, one of the nation’s longest-running
artist co-ops. With scenic lake views, mature
trees, and diverse amenities, City-Brooks is
ideal for recreation, relaxation, and
community fun.

Capital One City
"k Tennis Center

Raising Cane’s
Do

Brooks Park
Swimming Pool

Knock-knock

Museum ' '.\‘
: T

%
.- g
¢ v

)
% CityPark
by Lake Q
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Project Overview

SITE FINDING
BY TOPICS

HISTORY &
ENVIRONMENT
CONNECTIVITY CULTURE PROGRAM
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CONNECTIVITY

o Regional Connectivity

o Vehicular Circulation

o Site Bicycle Connectivity

o Site Pedestrian Connectivity
o Parking & Loading

o Key Takeaways Diagram

City-Brooks Park is highly
accessible in the region, but
hard to access safely and
intuitively at the site scale,
with missing sidewalks and
unclear gateways. Within
the park, the different areas
are physically adjacent but
functionally disconnected.



Connectivity

REGIONAL
CONNECTIVITY

« City-Brooks Park is the geographic heart
of Baton Rouge and easy to drive to

« Key destinations in Baton Rouge are
accessible by a 20-minute bike ride from
the park

« Substandard bike & bus infrastructure
hinders the connective potential of City-
Brooks Park

e With the right design, City-Brooks Park
could become a link between places, not
just a destination to drive to

Strava
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Connectivity

VEHICULAR
CIRCULATION

« Dalrymple Drive, as well as the railroad,

divide the site and functionally segment
park behavior

« It is a challenge to connect the Brooks
Park side and City Park side because of
railroad, roads, and utility corridors

« The intersection at the south end of the
park creates a dangerous condition for
pedestrians and cyclists

* Due to the high number of vehicles per
day, cars have a dominant expression
inside of the park

Dalrymple Drive,
South of March Street
Northbound: 9,991
Southbound: 16,086

e Drive,

South of May Sireet

Northbound: 18,046

Southbound: 19,494
“

&
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Vectura
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S1H3d

ANNERS |

|
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\ =
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\\ a
\ " LSL) Tiger Trails - Garden Distric

Cemetary
notincluded

. Lorri Burgess Ave 4

Conflict Intersection

Golf Cart Path

Porking Lot

LSU Tiger Trail Shuttle Route

Average of
26,077 vehicles
per day

CATS Bus Route

Interstate Highway

Primary Rood

Raoilroad
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Connectivity

SITE BICYCLE
CONNECTIVITY
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Connectivity

SITE BICYCLE
CONNECTIVITY

= .
---------------------------

e Multi-use path in the shoulder of

. o e ~.-’--." ~...
Dalrymple Drive creates a conflict R\ e
between pedestrians, cyclists, and A Cemetary
vehicles. Yo p
« A clear hierarchy of paths is lacking
« There is no east to west connection for
cyclists ;
» There are no bike racks on site n
« Future planning for bike paths should | | AesSiun,, /v oy
respond to proposed routes surrounding =
" | | §~
the park \
ar Cyclist Crash : \ Y, by
. ¥
 The lack of designated bike routes S s | ’
o« o . . A Sharrow
privileges confident riders over casual, - =il
family, and all-age cyclists eams informolMutiusevan o .. z
T eoes  Infromal Shared Street ™
= Proposed Bike Boulevard (] 250 500 Ql.o:noon
=== Proposed Greenway . 91
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Connectivity

SITE PEDESTRIAN
CONNECTIVITY
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Connectivity

SITE PEDESTRIAN
CONNECTIVITY

e There is alack of clear entrances to the
park

* Challenging to connect Brooks Park side
and City Park side because of railroad

« Few safe crosswalks impede visitors
ability to intuitively navigate the park

e Sidewalks turn into road shoulder in
some locations

Strava

=I T

Hill

Cemetary
not included

Barrier
Informaol Entronce

Formal / Informal Entronce

Sidewalk
Crosswalk
Golf Cart Path o o =t

Park Path

Multi-Use Path ’ 0 250 500" 1000 Ft

93
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Connectivity

PARKING &
LOADING

« The western section of the park feels
underserved by parking

« Roadside parking along Robert A. Hart
Memorial Parkway is underutilized as it
requires crossing and walking along
Dalrymple

« Parking at the bottom of hill is

underutilized while the ones on the top of
the hill are overcrowded sometimes

City-Brooks Park Master Plan

1171 I

ol

,,,,,,
e e s e el v — — ¢

Walking Radius Center

1, 3, and 5 Minute Walking Radius
1, 3, and 5 Minute Walking Radius
1, 3, and 5 Minute Walking Radius
1, 3, and 5 Minute Walking Radius
Baton Rouge Gallery - Center for Contemporary Art Parking Spot: 74 ADA Spot: 4
Capital One City Park Tennis Center Parking Spot:48 ADA Spot: 3

Raising Cane’s Dog Park Parking Spot: 14 ADA Spot: 2

Road Side Parking Spot: 73 ADA Spot: 4

1,000 Ft
1

Brooks Park Swimming Pool Parking Spot: 7 ADA Spot: 9

Knock Knock Children’s Museum Parking Spot: 134 ADA Spot:3
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Connectivity

KEY TAKEAWAYS

* The most highly utilized pedestrian
routes have almost no sidewalks

« Parking at the bottom of hill is
underutilized while the ones on the top of
the hill are overcrowded sometimes

« Challenging to connect Brooks Park side
and City Park side but need to stitch all
the sites together

« Connection to University Lakes &
Downtown could be strengthened by the
future I-10 Greenway

e Sidewalks turn into road shoulder in
many locations

« Disconnect to the neighborhoods on the
East side due to the golf course, and on
the West side due to the lack of formal
entries

City-Brooks Park Master Plan

v} 210y
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Maojor Road Barrier E Under Utilized Park Segment Q
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product of layered decisions

about land, leisure, and
civic identity. It reflects the

Regional History % values of the eras that

Demographics & Population Change | NN shaped it, what was

prioritized, what was
N celebrated, and who those
Historic Site Elements ¥ | investments most benefited.

HISTO RY 8‘ CUL D \ City-Brooks Park is a

Historic Timeline

City-Brooks Park Over Time

Brooks Park Pool & City Park Pool | ; ,UnderStflnding tha’F l.egacy
. is essential to imagining a
City Park Golf Course | future that belongs to

Key Takeaways Diagram | | everyone.



History & Culture

HISTORIC
TIMELINE

Pre-1600s 1721

1929

Beiot g Barenlementof mhevuvensty Gy epockand PRNESL L i smeran

1 1 . . aKes - . . o
gﬁé)kalglss{sgo'ggg% ly with the establishment marsh at this Course officially and opened 1040’s ch11c11<ren ((111"(()1wr}1ng in
associated with of a military and Hme opened creeks and drainage
Baton Rouge. They trading post 1945 ditches, no pool access
mostly lived on the
natural levees and ‘

spoke “Muskogean”
related languages The (UNRA) United Negro

Recreation Association was
ggﬁf&ﬁ;{ pool built 1947 ‘ established by Rev. Willie K Brooks
for African Americans

for e 1963 2008

TODAY
» 9

"Swim-In" protest where  City Park formally re-dedicated
Black activists attempted  as City-Brooks Community

to integrate the whites- Park in honor of the history
only swimming facility;
rather than desegregate,
officials chose to close
the City Parks pool

97




History & Culture

REGIONAL HISTORY

Acknowledge past harms to avoid repeating them and use this project to strengthen
and advance existing cultural narratives.
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History & Culture

CITY-BROOKS PARK OVER TIME

1921 1928 1929 1949 1963 2008 2022

City Park pool, golf course, Swamp dredged to City Park grew and Brooks City Park Pool closed. The pool City Park and Brooks Park Dog Park expanded.
and tennis courts opened create City Lake Park Pool opened remained until it was filled in 1990 combined. Dog Park opened

Old Perkin’s Swamp

Period of significance
Baton Rouge’s only public golf course until 1952.
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History & Culture

HISTORIC
SITE ELEMENTS

Honor the site’s layered history and
acknowledge past harms, while healing and
reconnecting these places through a
contemporary, inclusive framework that
celebrates culture, community, and shared
ownership.

Live oaks
Planted by landscape
designer Steele Burden in

_the1920's and 1930's
Pincic hill R 3bds
City Park picnic hill. i
hoslongbeena
popular amenit\?fur
the residents of Baton

Rouge. The farmer

picnic hill pavillion
was constructed from

cast iron colmns

City Park Pool

City Park Pool was open
=~ from1928 to 1964, and

. was @ site of several civil
" rights protests. The
clubhouse still stands

. andisisted in the
Nuti@nd Registry of

Brooks Park Pool

In response to
segregated recreational

focilities, Brooks Park that original : Hl'stt?"ic Places
Pool opened in 1949, supported a market™ W
Funds for the project pavillion that was A CItY Purk
therg Secur%d bytr;e built in 1859. ' '--{GD" Course
nited Negro Recreation r . .
Association, etablished  §, Wimeem ¥ 3 ! ngui)gerfnzgsﬁ
by Rev. Willie K. Brooks. 3'; designed by Tom
Bendelow, and
opened to the
public IN 1928 It
( was Baton
1 Rouge’s first
City Park Zoo public golf
A small zoo was built in course, and was
the mid 1930's and listed on the
housed two black bears, National Register
deer, foxes, rabits, ¥ of Historic Places
phesants, and an - in 2002.
alligator. The zoo closed & \
and was torn down in P e i

1940,

City Park Lake

| City Park Lake was created in
11929 from Perkin’s swamp
neighbBring City Park. Parish
taxpayers voted in 1923 for the
B Swomp to be purchased with the
goal of “turning the swamps into
lokes and parks for public use
and to keep them so forever”

D e ST 500 1,000 Ft
s - = ;




History & Culture

BROOKS PARK POOL &
CITY PARK POOL

“That park was built with money from all
people that paid taxes in Baton Rouge, and
we couldn’t figure no reason why we
shouldn’t be able to go. And we went”

- Rev. Betty Claiborne

Brooks Park Pool ;_ o City Park Pool

e Rev Willie K. Brooks formed e — - e Openedin1928

the United Negro Recreation @ 20,000 sq ft lagoon-style

Association to raise money Y pool

for a swimming pol ; ' .- - e Only served white residents
e Olympic-sized pool opened - i e Site of several protests,

N 1949 . e 3 notably the “swim-in” of
e Donated to BREC in 1953 o . y 1063

_ e Closed in 1963, remained
until 1990.

102




& Culture

PARK GOLF COURSE

2007 Plan

®

Histor

CIT

Original 1928 Site

PVIu_n

fwen

e
;- Alreenare No

NRHP Registration Form, National Park Service

J Newly graded areas

Historic resource
as listed in NRHP

Site elements that differ
from original site plan

Cart paths
B pedestrian bridges

. Bayou Duplantier
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I::urran Conditions

e =

City-Brooks Park
Golf Course

--—
~—

City Park Pool
Exists on site plan, closed in 1963,
BUYOU Channel filled in 1990
Significantly more channelized in
original site plan, re-graded in
2006 project.
i & . / _

Cart paths
Cart paths were constructed in 2006 Golf

Course restoration project

Fishing pier
ed in 2006 Golf Course

Bayou Bridge
Original site plan includes 3 bridges
over bayou. Current conditions include
one bridge added in 2006 Golf Course
restoration project.

S cagrane Govven K



History & Culture

CITY PARK
GOLF COURSE

Golf course was listed on the National
Register of Historic Places in 2002

The NRHP nomination lists 3 historic

resources- the golf course itself, the club
house, and the pump house

Period of significance defined as 1928 to
1952- during this period it was the only
public golf course in Baton Rouge

Designed by Tom Bendelow

Cart paths were not on original site plan,
constructed later

Original site plan includes channelized
Bayou, which was altered in 2007

NRHP requires spatial relationships,
vegetation, original property boundary,
topography/grading, site-furnishings,
design intent, and architectural features
to match the historic design in order to
be listed as a historic place.

Original 1928 Site Plan

NRHP Registration Form, National Park Service

Historic resource
os listed in NRHP

Site elements that differ
from original site plan

Current Conditions

oAy ]

City-Brooks Park
Golf Course

,,,,,,,,

- -

v\ Exists on site plan, closed in 1963,

Bayou Channel filled in 1990

Significantly more channelized

in
original site plan, re-graded in
2006 project.
&
A 0

Cart paths
Cart paths were construected in 2006 Golf
Course restoration project

r

City Park Pool

Fishing pier
Added in 2006 Golf Course

restoration project.
: e
N

" i
S

Bayou Bridge
Original site plan includes 3 bridges
over bayou. Current conditions include
one bridge added in 2006 Golf Course
restoration project.
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History & Culture

Social Vulnerability Index

Disparities in socioeconomic status
between the East and West sides of the park
highlight the need to bridge gaps and

IMprove access.

City Park Pool

History of segregation

« The site represents a long history of
segregation and discriminatory Brooks Park Pool
practices

« Lies in between neighborhoods with
very different socioeconomic statuses,

making it a pivotal site for improving =m0 T GC::churk
access and mending past wrongs rce . R . olf Course

« City Park Golf Course is listed on
NRHP

« Current state of golf course does not
match original site plan- Bayou
channel was altered in 2007 and
several paths have changed

Honor the site’s layered history and
acknowledge past harms, while healing and
reconnecting these places through a
contemporary, inclusive framework that
celebrates culture, community, and shared

ownership. old Perkin’s Swamp

Historic conditions
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currently as an ornamental
& static landscape in a
WV /a\ ‘SRR Nor g region known for its
o Regional Ecology —J I 1N T QROA A\ ecological and hydrological
o Site Ecology e e ¥V C e fluidity and diversity. To
A O \@ Sy =i truly serve its context, a
s, o 7 shift is needed towards
o Site Tree Canopy == more of a living system.
o Visa O & This is a living landscape

s in Y=/ & being treated like a static
o Site Topography & Hydrology Z SN

ENVIRONMENT | R ;  I City-Brooks Park functions

o Statewide Ecology

o City-Brooks Golf Course

o Regional Hydrology

o Site Slope Analysis

o Key Takeaways Diagram




Environment

STAT EWI | ’ T Southerrn Buckswumps

« Baton Rouge sits at the cofivergence
of four ecoregions, all within the
larger Mississippi Alluvial Plain
ecoregion K

« Characterized by seasonal flooding,
fertile soils, slow moving rivers, and
oxbow lakes

« The landscape has been drastically
altered due to agriculture, and
fertilizer runoff has impacted water
quality

* Contains the largest continuous
system of wetlands in North

) ey Southern Holocene Meander Belts
America Stretches from Natchez, w Orlec ru_,

« Major bird migration flyway for Fall
and Spring migrations
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Environment

REGIONAL
ECOLOGY

« Baton Rouge sits within an eco-
region defined by dynamic | — @
. \ - City-Brooks
ﬂooc}plams, wetlands, and slow- — P e
moving bayous. '

« Parks in Baton Rouge should not be
treated as isolated green spaces, but
rather pieces of a continuous living
system.

 City-Brooks Park, with its proximity
to the lakes and wetlands, positions
it as a potential node in a regional
habitat/ecology network

Vegetated/Forested wetland
100 yr floodplain
@ Park space/protected land




Environment

EXISTING
SITE ECOLOGY

« Most of the park functions like a maintained
surface without much ecological value

« Approximately 65% of the site is
ornamental/manicured landscape with
minimal ecological value :

« Dynamic, diverse historic ecosystem is now
static and simplified \

o
)]
-
~
o
<
o

’ A e Cemetary
‘: - notincluded

Ornamental Landscape Plaza Ornamental/Natural mix

Primarily ornamental species, Transition zane bewsen highly Highly manicured, little tree cover
planted around the clubhouse manicured landscape at dog park and compared to rest of site. Minimal
picnic hill, with more naturally occuring biodiversity and hobitat value.
habitat appearing closer to the riparian Opportunity to imprave through strategic
corridor. interventions.
Riparian corridor Wetland

Highly manicured landscape with
minimal species diversity and

habitat value.
Highest amount of tree canopy on site. Historic Bayou Duplantier was channelized
Species include Sycamore, Pecan, Live through Downtown Baton Rouge and
Oak, Cypress. Opportunity to improve connects to City Park Lake, Stark contrast
habitat condition and ecological between wetland and upland habitat
function. Missing gradient/transitional zone. Prone to
flooding with no wetlond habitat octing as
Primarily Southern Live Ook. flood control.




Environment

POTENTIAL
SITE ECOLOGY

« Prior to the creation of the lakes, this
region was a diverse ecosystem with

different wetland and upland habitats.

« Restoring ecological function through
targeted interventions will promote
habitat diversity and increase the
site’s ecosystem services.

Current conditions

Lithobates catesbeianus |

\
\

Swallow-toiled kite

Eastern spudefoot
Prothonotory wurbler

®
Long—toiled weasel 0
Musigla frenata |

Wood duck

\
{ 1 X ,-p,‘-.." 58 4
| \
l |
{ |
gk i
S ]
] |
i
|
|
|

Eastem gray squirrel

OIS Cardiinens:s |

regulation

I 4

Live Oak Forest

Inundation levels

() species of conservation need

() Indicator species

Floodplain extent

Elanoides Iinrmcatus }

Prolonotanad citres ? :

Shade and microclimate

= Biodiversity support

. Bottomland hardwood forest

Amencun bulh‘rog Snupplng turtle

ithobate n'v}

North American .

Great egret
g | river otter Channel cutﬂsh
= . Q .
Limpkin |
-1/,}.',"1‘:_',{3,'_" E Gl’eut b'Ue heron N ) Bluegl“ T UcrownSh
Erosion control [§ 3 @ |
1 Nutrient cycling : Largemouthboss Benthic
R & W 15 PSS ~ Macroinvertebrates

Stormwater infiltration

Carbon sequestration

Flood control

\_Emergent wethnd |

_———

._Lacustrine



Environment

GOLF COURSE & RUNOFF ...

hinders photosynthesis

Golf course runoff

« Since the course takes up approx. 40%
of the site, even small shifts in how the
course is managed can have large
ecological effects.

« Nutrient runoff from turfgrass leads to ity P of foume

eutrophication- a process that creates
algal blooms and reduces biodiversity

Bayou Duplantier

——

Drains to City Park Lake

Southern liveook

Bald Cypress
Remnant of historic
Cypress-tupelo swamp

Golf course runoff
Nitrogen, phosphorous, pesticides
stimulate algal blooms and eutrophication

—— Algalblooms — Floodplain
Indicote highMutrientioad: ( extent

Bluck wﬂlow
Aggressive spemes

Mlssmg floodplain habitat 5 SHRARY ‘k s ,g’

' “I Chunnellzed morphology 'k
Accelerates water flow leading to

increased sedimentation. Creates a St an d ad 00 If course

homogenous environment with little : f e n | i 161 breo k d own

juces h(‘bllﬂ' div 67':.11‘

habitat diversity.

__________

Nitrogen

City Park Lake

.
N
4'{,
R 3w o

Lo ..')-‘B

' Dhosphorous
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Environment

SITE TREE
CANOPY

« Dominant species on site are Live oak and Bald cypress -
/ ®
[

« At 21%, the park currently provides limited shade relative to its size 3

o
)
-]
=
o
<
S

and public role S,
L Y

P ,
. ‘.\:éﬁ

b

« Willows in the wetland habitat can be aggressive and outcompete
other native species - ongoing management of willows is essential.

« Will inventory + verify all Southern Live oak locations and health in
field. Live oaks must be preserved

Ornamental trees

Southern live oak
Quercus virginiana

Bald cypress

Taxodium distichum

Red swamp maple
Acer rubrum

Willow oak
(uercus phellos

Loblolly pine
Pinus tasda

Southern hackberry
Caltis lasvigata

American sycamore
Platanus occidentalis

Pecan
Carya iflinoinensis

Southern magnolia
Magnolia grandiflora

21%/o Tree canopy
coverage

White fringetree
Chionanthus virginicus

Silverbell
Halesia diptera

Crape myrtle

Lagerstroemia, sp.

Sweet olive
Osmanthus fragrans

Invasive/Aggresive trees

Black willow
Salix nigra

N'\
Q

Chinese tallow
Triadica sebifera

Southern live oak
Quercus virginiana




Environment

F E G I D I I ! L Urban runoff

HYDROLOGY SN2

~ Downtown

Sub-watershed

« A significant amount of the urban runoff in
Baton Rouge drains through City-Brooks Park
to City Park Lake, placing the park in a S -
location with much ecological potential \ A N City-Brooks Park

« City Park Lake then drains to University Lake
before entering Bayou Duplantier at the
southern end of University Lake.

« Bayou Duplantier connects to other tributaries
before joining the Amite River and ultimately
reaching the Gulf of Mexico.

« Urbanization has compressed this fluid
network of slow-moving bayous into narrow
drainage channels, and parks are some of the
last places where water can still be natural.

Legend

100 Year floodplain
— Flow lines
HUC-16 Watershed boundary
O Drainage point

City-Brooks Park Master Plan




Environment !

SITE TOPOGRAPHY
& HYDROLOGY

 Significant topographic changes across
the site

pmg died

¢ Need for careful stormwater
management (erosion, complex water
system, pollution etc.)

€
Cemetary
b not included

« Urban runoff and golf course fertilizers
flow into the wetland and City Lake and
present an opportunity for water
filtration BMP’s

Old Perkin’s Swamp

Legend

=~ Flow line L7
& culvert
) stormwater infiltration opportunity

= JG G]dwﬂ'“eq

1,000 Ft
1

City-Brooks Park Master Plan



Environment

SITE SLOPE
ANALYSIS

 Significant slope variation around the site,
with steep slopes at the railroad creating a
levee-like barrier between the North and
South portions of the site

-
PAngdlied

« Steep slope around Knock Knock museum
creates stormwater issues

e The slopes define opportunities for more
ecological areas and habitat gradients

s

Less than 5%bo

@ .001-25%

 25-5%
5 - 109 A

@ 10-15% Wl 1

® 15-209% =

@® 20-25%

0 1,000 Ft
2 y T e, 1

City-Brooks Park Master Plan




Environment

K E l < B Nma Live oak habitat
B AN\ X e Valuable habitat to be preserved and City-Brooks Golf Course
I A K EAWAYS - Y " - Runoff contributor
« J o | - , f\ :

« City-Brooks Park
underperforms relative to
its scale and ecological ' Missing floodplain
function is concentrated to 2 ecology
a few marginal zones. ;

pmg ied

e Live oak trees must be
preserved

Knock-knock museum

Runoff contributor

- Habitat can be enhanced in
riparian corridor area

« Floodplain ecology should
be created to slow
waterflow and filter water
before it enters City Park
Lake

« Bioswale or other Low
Impact Development
should be created by Knock
Knock Museum to reduce
runoff o ml o




-~
4

lay Ground

p R 0 G RA M / | City-Brooks Park is

positioned to become the
region's everyday landscape
| . | and central park. A place

o Program Usage R SO N | that supports daily routines
o Site Program R » ) A as much as special

o Regional Gap Analysis

occasions. To do that,

\ , program must evolve from a

o Site Edges A\ AR fixed collection of amenities
| “ | to a flexible framework that

. . | ,, can support many kinds of

o Site Capacity | life, across ages, cultures,

o Golf Program 8\ @ N2 , and times of day.

o Active vs Passive Program

o Annual Events

o Key Takeaways Diagram -



Program

REGIONAL GAP
ANALYSIS

- Baton Rouge has many recreational
amenities, but it’s missing a central,
everyday park.

 City-Brooks Park and the University
Lakes system sit between arguably the
two most important nodes of Baton
Rouge — downtown and LSU.

« As acentral and connecting destination,
City-Brooks Park needs to meet the
demands and expectations of a regional
central park.

City-Brooks Park Master Plan

Greenwood Community Park

PDOOVO0C0D

4 g
‘I‘ ooper Ruv(?k &)
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& ' *

- :
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. i > -3
~ Kerr Warren Rdrk 4

10-Minutel” ) ¢ 2% Howell Community Park

I Drive @000 -

& > s * . g
. ‘Sports Complex -
Cu,pltol Gardens, Veter- Sy ..'H 2O OQ. -
an’s Memorial Park, Me- —— Downtown fl=s
morial Stadium Magnolia w  Webb Memoria K ndchangence. 8 o
2 ¢ ™ -Cemetery park, Goodwoo / S d

e
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P2 00000

"y

lub (golf course) 4

‘-—( P
. o

) 5 pe ‘,-‘
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. ) Y .
. .. 4 perkinsroadCom- -
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e G é’s Qﬂigh]ond Road |
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Complex oD 0% "
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g{"{}" 118



Program

PROGRAM
USAGE

1.0
Playground
1.4%
0. Tennis Gallery
49/ 1.3%
Golf Course
50/o
0. Knock Knock
Museum
8%
Dog Park 2025
99/
usage
0.
Passive Traffic
7190
0.
*This data comes from
0. BREC Placer data

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Month/Year

(s3]

(=3}

.

(48

=]

B Passive Traffic [ Tennis [ Playground I Knock Knock WM Golf Course M Dog Park M Gallery
Museum
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Program

SITE PROGRAM

City Park
B\ Tennis Center

City-Brooks Park Golf

Course Clubhouse
Baton Rouge S

| CONDITION |
| USAGE | | — |

Brooks Park
Swimming Pool

Lutheran

Cemetery )
| 1| City-Brooks
, Golf Course
) l |
| CONDITION | : |
| USAGE | | USAGE | 4
W
TR
D
. o, QO
« Some site amenities, such N
T as the playground and \
Brooks Park Pool, may be
| USAGE | | USAGE | in need of a revamp
» Tells a story of uneven
investment/maintenance,
e = pointing to strategic
| ARKPOOL reinvestment to make the
| CONDITION | | CONDITION | park feel cohesive. |
| USAGE | | USAGE | WO Q
0 250 500 1000t
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Program

ACTIVE VS
PASSIVE PROGRAM

Vv

UNDERyTILIZED

ANILS

'
/
<J_

 City-Brooks Park’s program is organized
as a series of discrete destinations rather
than a continuous framework,
concentrating activity in a few areas
while leaving others under-activated.

« The middle of the park is actually more
passive and the two sides are
disconnected.

City-Brooks Park Master Plan




Program

SITE EDGES

Park Place Condominiums ——

%70 Y

% =
5] ’ Lawn Bowling—/ g ”
< (ﬁ A\ Raising Ctme'sﬂ ' . e
e ' W Dog Park RB\— Tennis Center
Tennis Court e Golf Course Clubhouse
/B = Play Ground —/ x&

"'/— Baskethall Court Low fence

& —Butonnougecullery!i < olong
‘ Biooks Pork “ % .." [ Golf Course
7 McKinley Middle 0 i P
/ Magnet School ,'.
 City-Brooks Park’s edges are / "~ swinming poi ' ey Bnioke Goif s )
inconsistent, with some vaugely %@ TN T o -

. . . N ! =~ Residential
welcoming people in and others acting as Xy W%‘WM fo. :41'_
barriers, which affects where activity NN D000 O Q%] |
happens and which parts of the park feel s
connected to surrounding i
neighborhoods.

~—Knock Knock

? children's Museum

Porous/Accessible Edge

B Non-Accessible Edge

1,000 Ft
1
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Program

ANNUAL
EVENTS

 City-Brooks Park is activated v

by several large events every
year.

OCT

greater BR
state Fair
Spring ConcertS

and A?ts Festival

B Golf Events at CBP

- Tennis Events at CBP
- Varied Events at CBP

- Gallery Exhibitions at CBP
I Annual Events in Baton Rouge Summer s°

City-Brooks Park Master Plan 123




Program

SITE CAPACITY

- Even though the site has a large area, the
golf course, the steep slopes, the
infrastructure like the railroad, and
dense tree canopy leave not enough flat
available space for large gatherings.

* The programs showing in this diagram

are just to bring a sense of scale. They are
NOT programs we are suggesting,

City-Brooks Park Master Plan

FOOD TRUCK PLAZA
\\ 13,000 SQF

ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND oLl Y FARMER’S MARKET
» 36,000 SQF . 7 22 10X10 tents
: 12,000 SQF

AMPHITHEATER
55,000 SQF

-\'- R
o* 8\
\*s

2.

\‘. ‘ : e ; \ p : R R .

e’ W< ‘ o W Sy =& QUTDOOR EVENT

' V2 . VENUE

FEEN 14,000 SOF
. " " Cemetary
Y [ .\ 3 ¢ notincluded OUTDOOR ART
il S
® [ ® ’
NATIVE GARDEN

24,000 SQF

SMALL PLAYGROUND
19,000 SQF




Program

GOLF

PROGRAM

TOTAL

REVENUE: TOTAL
$2,110,094 REVENUE
$1,643,577
REVENUE REVENUE
RO \ TOTAL giR %SRE: PER ACRE:
s | - REVENUL ’ 30,668
! ! 209,403 REVENUE REVENUE
I I REVENUE PER HOLE: PER HOLE:
117,22 .
I I PER ACRE: $117,227 $01.300
I TOTAL : $12,853
1500000 | REVENUE: ! TOTAL A
L $496.606 | REVENUE:  REVENUE o
: ’ | $573,690 PER HOLE: E 4000
I REVENUE | $67,192
& | PERACRE: !  REVENUE P
o ’ ! $8,375 %
o 1
= REVENUE S
| PERHOLE: [l prv tie &
1 $55>188 1 ’ 2000
, ([l $63.743
500000 1 1
| |
| |
1 |
1 1
| |
o | 1 o
| CITY PARK, CLARKPARK WEBBPARK SANTAMARIA BEAVER CREEK January  February  March  Aprl May June Juy  August September Ociober November December
\

(9-hole) K (9-hole) (18-hole) (18-hole) (18-hole)

2025 YTD Revenue & Expenses 2025 YTD Rounds Played

. Green Fees Revenue . Food & Beverage Revenue

*This data comes directly from BREC Golf

Bl Alcohol Revenue Rounds Report and KPI Report

. Cart Revenue

. Merchandise Revenue . Approx. YID Expenses
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Program

GOLF
PROGRAM

BREC Golf Annual Golf Rounds Played

250,000
204,127
200,000 189,350 189,232 151,530
148,936
150,000 146,187
ae
L
>
f:g 124,322 124,914
- 121,200 . All BREC golf courses
Fg 109,493
3 . City-Park Golf Course
R~ 100,000
*This data comes
directly from BREC Golf
Rounds Report and KPI
50,000 Report

2016 2017 2018 20159 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
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Program

KEY
TAKEAWAYS

N
N

SOENSECANOPY., Y/
' v:‘ Ve -' 7 /.

£ ,“ -~ .

"| o

.'-‘e ™

‘1‘ ™

!
\

» The site is divided by roads and a
railroad, and program elements in each
section are disconnected.

« With the lack of connection between
sections, most of the existing program
elements goes underutilized.

« There’s a lack of available programmable
space due to the large area occupied by
the golf course.

- Existing program, heavily utilized
- Existing program, underutilized

- Potential program areas

City-Brooks Park Master Plan







Thank you!
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