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RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSION 
FOR THE PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE 

Regular Meeting – 5:00 p.m.  
BREC Administration Building 

6201 Florida Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

Commission Minutes 
December 19, 2022 

 
Call to Order 
            A regular meeting of the Recreation and Park Commission for the Parish of East Baton 
Rouge (BREC) was held at BREC’s Administrative Offices on December 19, 2022. The meeting 
was called to order at 5:11 p.m. by Chairman Kenneth Pointer. Commissioner Sandra Davis 
offered the invocation. Commissioner Rossie Washington Jr. led the pledge of allegiance. Roll 
was taken and a quorum of Commissioners was present including Kenneth Pointer, Chair; Sandra 
Davis, Vice Chair; Donna Collins Lewis, Treasurer; William Scheffy; and Rossie Washington, Jr. 
Commissioners Connie Bernard, Trina Hall, Jason Hughes, and Collis Temple, Jr. were absent. 
Staff members present were Corey K. Wilson, Superintendent; Reed Richard, Assistant 
Superintendent of System Planning; Brandon Smith, Assistant Superintendent of Recreation; 
Tracy Fountain, Chief Financial Officer; Jim Fleshman; Angela Harms; Steven Knight; RaHarold 
Lawson; Cheryl Michelet; Mike Raby; Katrina Ward; Darlene Winfield; and Chris Marchiafava. 
Murphy Foster, legal counsel, and Carl Stages, Executive Director of BREC Foundation, were 
also in attendance. The rest of the audience consisted of other BREC staff and the public. 
    
Public Comment 

Chairman Pointer opened the floor for public comment on the agenda action items. He 
asked if there was anyone who would like to speak on any agenda action item. Hearing none, 
Chairman Pointer closed the floor.  

 
Adoption of Minutes 

Resolved, That the reading of the minutes of the Recreation and Park Commission 
Meeting of November 30, 2022 be dispensed with, and that they be approved as written. 

Motion to approve by Ms. Lewis 
Second by Ms. Davis 
Unanimously approved 

 
Consent Calendar 

Resolved, That the Recreation and Park Commission for the Parish of East Baton Rouge 
does hereby approve the Consent Calendar items. 
            Motion to approve by Mr. Washington 

Second by Ms. Davis 
            Unanimously approved 
 
 The following item was approved as part of the Consent Calendar: 
 Acceptance of Recommendations from the Human Resources Advisory Committee 

Resolved, That the Commission approve the Routine Personnel Transactions from 
November 11, 2022 to December 6, 2022. 
 
Presentations 

Chairman Pointer recognized Superintendent Wilson who presented employee service 
awards to the following staff: 
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10 Years 
Lionel Lanehart 
 
15 Years 
Mary Fernandez 
 
The Superintendent also offered congratulations to the following staff who were unable to 

attend. 
Marge Hampton – 5 years 
Rachel Ragus – 20 years 
Donna Williams – 15 years 
Nancy Tarver – 15 years 
Lester Rainey – 10 years 
Tanya Martello – 10 years 
McKinley Williams – 5 years 
Lawrence Pierson – 5 years 
Kurt Bailey – 5 years 
 
Chairman Pointer presented Superintendent Wilson with his 10-year service award. 
 
Superintendent Wilson announced that two of BREC’s partners are receiving awards 

presented by the Louisiana Recreation and Park Association at their recent conference. The 
Parks and Recreation Organization Citation Award was given to Front Yard Bikes, which was 
founded by Dustin LaFont. Superintendent Wilson stated that Front Yard Bikes’ mission is 
creating a safe space for youth to realize their intrinsic worth, while they help them learn, grow, 
and build. The Superintendent provided additional information about the history of Front Yard 
Bikes. He then presented the award to Mr. LaFont and the members of the Front Yard Bikes’ team 
in attendance. Next, the Superintendent presented the Parks and Recreation Individual Citation 
Award to Nathaniel Klumb for his outstanding contributions and support to the citizens of the State 
of Louisiana. Mr. Klumb is a co-founder of PaddleBR and was the driving force behind the creation 
of publicly accessible waterway and trails in East Baton Rouge Parish. In 2019, he also became 
a member of BREC’s Greenforce, a group of volunteers that help the community and BREC by 
participating in important natural resource management projects. 

 
The Chairman recognized Assistant Superintendent of System Planning Reed Richard to 

provide the construction update. Mr. Richard noted that the Commission had been given printouts 
with some additional slides related to the construction update. He reviewed information for the 
ongoing and upcoming projects and offered to answer any questions from the Commission. 
Commissioner Scheffy stated that though it was not included in the update he had a question 
about possible delays on the Lakes Project. Mr. Richard stated that unfortunately there was an 
update meeting that coincided with this Commission meeting, so staff was unable to attend. Mr. 
Richard noted that they would be receiving updates by email and speaking to the Lakes Planning 
Committee to get a full update. Commissioner Scheffy also wanted clarification about what will be 
done with improvements along the bank of all the lakes concerning paths. Mr. Richard stated that 
at this time path improvements would be at the May Street bridge area and at the corner of 
Stanford Avenue and Hyacinth where there will be a bypass connection. He said the paths around 
perimeter of the other lakes would be done in phase two. Superintendent Wilson stated that staff 
would send the update slides and noted that though BREC contributed five million to the project 
to dredge City Park Lake, the actual cost was about eight million. 
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The Commission viewed a brief video highlighting the Creole Christmas event and holiday 
fair held at Magnolia Mound on November 27 and various upcoming events throughout the parish 
in the month of January. 

 
Chairman Pointer invited Commissioner Scheffy to the podium.  The Chairman stated that 

this would be Commissioner Scheffy’s last meeting and that the Commission wanted to give him 
something to express their appreciation. Chairman Pointer presented a plaque to Commissioner 
Scheffy to express gratitude for his service on the Commission from February 2020 to December 
2022. 
 
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees   

Superintendent Wilson stated that there was one administrative item for approval 
regarding the 2023 Commission meeting dates. He then read the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Commission approve the 2023 Commission meeting dates, as 
presented. 
 Motion to approve by Ms. Lewis 
 Second by Mr. Washington 
 Approved by unanimous consent 
 

Under Communications, Mr. Wilson stated that he had attended the Zoo Committee 
meeting during the previous week and noted that the activity report showed Zoo attendance was 
only about 8,600 in November and is down about 12% year to date. The Superintendent noted 
that BREC has prevailed in court regarding the temporary injunction to prevent the Sheriff from 
distributing any of BREC’s tax revenue to other entities. BREC’s legal counsel, Murphy Foster, 
provided additional information on the lawsuit. The Superintendent told the Commission that 
Baton Rouge Zoo Foundation had funded a survey currently being conducted regarding the 
potential renewal of BREC’s ad valorem taxes and that the Commission would be provided with 
a final report in January. 

 
Chairman Pointer recognized Treasurer Lewis for the Finance Advisory Committee report. 

Ms. Lewis stated the committee met but a quorum was not present therefore the agenda items 
will be presented to the Commission without a committee recommendation. Chief Financial Officer 
Tracy Fountain was recognized to review the Finance items. Ms. Fountain then read the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Commission accept the unaudited financial statements for the ten 
months ending October 31, 2022 (fiscal year-to-date period January 1 – October 31, 2022), as 
presented.   

Motion by Mr. Washington 
Second by Ms. Lewis 
Unanimously approved  
 
Ms. Fountain then read the following resolution: 
Resolved, that the Commission approve Change Order No. 4 to the existing contract with 

Boone Services LLC for the Ward Creek Bluebonnet Extension Trail Segment for $90,624.19 and 
1,185 days.  Added days are due to the project to be paused for 2.5 years for creek bank failure 
requiring design modifications and approval by the Corps of Engineers. The amount includes 
credits for plantings, metal walkway, deck, helical piles, and rails; costs for erosion control design 
elements, additional earthwork, additional concrete, additional plantings, and re-mobilization by 
the contractor.  Original contract amount - $1,161,891.45; new contract amount through CO#4 - 
$1,290,378.44; total increase 11%. 

 



BREC Commission Minutes   Page 4 of 8                     12/19/2022 

Ms. Lewis asked if the percentage of increase could be related to the increase of prices. 
Mr. Richard stated that because of the delay in the project, material cost inflation was a factor in 
the increased cost. 

 
Motion to approve the resolution by Mr. Scheffy 
Second by Mr. Washington 
Approved without objection 
 
 
Ms. Fountain then read the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Commission approve Change Order No. 7 to the existing contract with 

Capitol Construction LLC for the Howell Community Park Rec Center and Pool for $12,923.60 
and -0- days, for additional conduit, VE credit for pergolas, and additional roof insulation. The 
original contract amount was $7,495,000; the new contract amount through CO#7 is 
$8,011,516.63, for a total increase of 6.89%. 

 
Mr. Richard and Ms. Fountain answered questions from Ms. Lewis regarding the project. 
 
Motion to approve the resolution by Ms. Lewis 
Second by Mr. Scheffy 
Approved by unanimous consent 
 
Chairman Pointer noted that the Human Resources Advisory Committee had routine 

transactions only. The routine transactions were approved on the consent calendar. 
 
Chairman Pointer stated that the Planning and Park Resources Advisory Committee report 

was next. He recognized Mr. Richard to review the action items. Mr. Richard stated that the 
committee did not have a quorum present at the meeting. He reviewed the information regarding 
the cooperative endeavor agreement being proposed for approval. There was an extended 
discussion with questions from Commissioners Davis, Lewis, and Scheffy regarding public access 
to the site and security for the children during school hours. Mr. Scheffy stated that the school 
should have the overriding authority concerning issues that deal with security for the school. Mr. 
Richard and Judith Anderson, with CSRS, Inc. representing East Baton Rouge Parish School 
System, answered the questions and the Superintendent assured the Commission members that 
the safety of the children will be the upmost concern and that BREC will defer to the school system 
on those matters. 
 
 Mr. Richard read the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Commission approve a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement with the 
East Baton Rouge Parish School System for the School in the Park project; authorize 
superintendent to execute necessary documents; pending final legal review. 

 
Ms. Lewis stated that if there are any changes or edits to the agreement, she would like 

to see the changes.  
 
Ms. Lewis made a motion to approve the resolution. 
Second by Mr. Scheffy 
Unanimously approved 

 
Mr. Richard presented the information regarding the proposed land donation by 

ExxonMobil and answered questions from the Commission. Superintendent Wilson stated that 
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ExxonMobil may be willing to continue to maintain the property. Mr. Richard then read the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Commission accept a letter of intent from ExxonMobil for the proposed 
donation of three lots in the Hollywood Subdivision of Baton Rouge, at the intersection of Amarillo 
Street and Alamonster Avenue. 

Motion by Mr. Scheffy 
Second by Ms. Davis 
Approved by unanimous consent 
 
Mr. Richard reviewed the information regarding the requested servitude and answered 

questions from the Commission. 
Resolved, That the Commission approve a Servitude granting the City of Baton Rouge 

and Parish of East Baton Rouge a temporary construction servitude in a portion of Perkins Road 
Park for access to an area where repairs are needed to an outfall pipe draining into Dawson Creek 
from Walden Subdivision; authorize superintendent to execute necessary documents. 

Motion by Mr. Washington 
Second by Ms. Lewis 
Unanimously approved 
 
Mr. Richard introduced Kelly Duggan, Assistant Director of Urban Trails, to present the 

information regarding the Scotlandville Parkway Master Plan and answered questions from the 
Commission. Ms. Duggan then read the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Commission approve the Scotlandville Parkway Master Plan, as 
presented. 

Motion by Mr. Washington 
Second by Mr. Scheffy 
Unanimously approved 
 
The Chairman stated that the Recreation and Special Facilities Advisory Committee and 

the Zoo Advisory Committee met but had no action items. 
 
Chairman Pointer noted that the next item was from the Selection of Professionals 

Committee. Ms. Fountain read the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Commission approve the award of RFP No. 217 - Grounds 

Maintenance Services – BREC Parks to provide mowing and related services, totaling 
$632,037.75, for the following parks to the following vendors: 

Groups 1, 2, 6, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 18, 20, 22 & 23 to MCC Landscaping and Lawn 
for the total of $333,360.00; 
Groups 4, 7, 11, 16, 19, & 24 to KJD for the total of $171,180.00; 
Groups 3, 5, 17 & 21 to JML Lawn Service for the total of $107,994.00; and  
Group 25 to Rotolo Consultants, Inc. for a total of $19,503.75. 
 
Ms. Lewis asked about the length of the contract terms. Ms. Fountain and RaHarold 

Lawson, Director of Park Operations answered questions regarding the initial contract term and 
the renewal term. There was a discussion clarifying that the initial term would be three years and 
there would be an option to renew for two additional one-year terms for a total of five years. Ms. 
Marchiafava stated that the language regarding the initial term and the renewal terms need to be 
added to the resolution. Ms. Lewis made a motion to add the language as suggested and approve 
the revised resolution as follows: 
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Resolved, That the Commission approve the award of RFP No. 217 - Grounds 
Maintenance Services – BREC Parks to provide mowing and related services, totaling 
$632,037.75 (annually), for the initial contract period of three years (January 1, 2023 through 
December 31, 2026) with an option to renew for two additional one-year terms, at same prices, 
terms, and conditions, not to exceed five years (60 months) for the following parks to the following 
vendors: 

Groups 1, 2, 6, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 18, 20, 22 & 23 to MCC Landscaping and Lawn 
for the total of $333,360.00; 
Groups 4, 7, 11, 16, 19, & 24 to KJD for the total of $171,180.00; 
Groups 3, 5, 17 & 21 to JML Lawn Service for the total of $107,994.00; and  
Group 25 to Rotolo Consultants, Inc. for a total of $19,503.75. 
 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Washington. 
Unanimously approved 
 
The Chairman stated that the next item was to hold a public hearing and adopt the 2023 

Budget, as amended. He then read the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Commission adopt the 2023 Budget for the Recreation and Park 

Commission for the Parish of East Baton Rouge, as amended. 
 
The Chairman Pointer declared the public hearing open and asked if there was anyone 

who would like to speak on the item. Ms. Lewis asked if there were any email correspondence on 
the budget. Ms. Marchiafava stated she had not received any emails on this item this month. With 
no one coming forward to comment, Chairman Pointer closed the public hearing.  

 
The Chairman asked there were any questions from the Commissioners. Mr. Scheffy 

began by referencing the status of the 2021 audit and expressed his concern that it will not be 
completed until 2023. He cautioned the Commission about the revenue outlook due to the state 
of the economy and stated that BREC needs to balance its recurring expenses with its recurring 
revenues. He noted that the rate of increase self-generated revenue has not kept pace with the 
rate of increase of ad valorem tax revenue. He expressed his concern about different aspects of 
the budget that had increased in the 2023 budget compared to 2022 and that the projected 
expenses exceed projected revenues. He expressed additional concerns. Ms. Fountain offered 
explanations to try to address his concerns and there was an extensive discussion on the budget.  

 
Following the discussion Ms. Lewis asked if there was anything in the bylaws or 

legislatively that prevents the Commission from approving a budget with a deficit. The 
Superintendent stated that the BREC budget is governed by the Local Government Budget Act 
which requires agencies to show that they have enough funds to cover expenses which this 
budget does. There was additional discussion regarding the budget. Chairman Pointer asked if 
Mr. Scheffy had any more questions or if anyone else had questions. Ms. Fountain restated the 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Commission adopt the 2023 Budget for the Recreation and Park 
Commission for the Parish of East Baton Rouge, as amended. 

 
Ms. Lewis asked if the budget had to be approved tonight and asked how many votes it 

would take to approve the budget at this meeting. She expressed her reservations that only a 
quorum of the Commission was present to vote and that it was too crucial an item for only five 
members to vote on the item. In order to demonstrate a point, Ms. Lewis made a motion to 
approve the resolution to adopt the budget. There was no second to the motion, so the motion 
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died for lack of a second. Ms. Lewis made a substitute motion to defer the budget until the next 
full Commission meeting and Ms. Davis seconded.  

 
Ms. Marchiafava offered that her understanding was that budget needed to be approved 

by the end of the year and indicated that she would continue to research the issue to provide 
verification during the meeting. Ms. Lewis asked Mr. Foster, BREC’s legal counsel, if the 
Commission was required to approve a budget before the end of the year. Ms. Marchiafava then 
verified that the Local Government Budget Act stated that the budget needed to be approved by 
the end of the fiscal year and later offered that if not approved the agency would be allowed to 
operate on up to 50% of the previous year’s approved budget. Ms. Fountain suggested that the 
Commission could adopt the budget that would reduce expenditures to level of anticipated 
revenue. Mr. Foster endorsed that suggestion and stated the budget could be amended later. He 
further stated that he was not sure it would be legal to adopt a budget with a deficit. There was 
further discussion among Commission and staff on how to adopt a budget for 2023 and how the 
adopting a budget that balances expenditures with revenue would affect the agency’s hiring and 
operations.  

 
The Superintendent offered the three options he saw to resolve the issue of the budget 

adoption – either to reduce the budget and balance it, to choose not to adopt the budget which 
would allow the agency to appropriate 50% of the 2022 budget amount until a budget is adopted, 
or to adopt the budget as presented. He then asked if the Chairman would like to try again to get 
the budget approved. 

 
Ms. Marchiafava stated that the substitute motion made by Ms. Lewis and seconded by 

Ms. Davis was still on the floor and vote would need to be taken on that motion. At that point, Ms. 
Lewis offered to withdraw the motion and Ms. Davis concurred. Therefore, the motion to defer the 
adoption of the budget was withdrawn.  Ms. Fountain clarified what ramifications operating on 
50% of the prior budget would cause for the staff in the Finance Department. There was a brief 
discussion.  

 
Ms. Lewis asked if there were any motions on the floor. Ms. Marchiafava stated that there 

was not a second to main motion, and the substitute motion was withdrawn, so there were no 
motions on the floor.  

 
Mr. Scheffy offered a substitute motion to approve budget based on total revenue of $97 

million and total expenses of $97 million. There was discussion on how the budget would need to 
be adjusted to accommodate this proposed change. The Chairman asked Mr. Scheffy to clarify 
his motion. Mr. Foster offered to clarify the motion and explained that the motion before the 
Commission was to approve a balanced budget and that expenditures equal income. With the 
explanation from Mr. Foster agreed to by Mr. Scheffy the resolution is as follows: 

Resolved, That the Commission adopt a balanced budget for 2023 based on revenues 
and expenses of $97,059,047 for the Recreation and Park Commission for the Parish of East 
Baton Rouge. 

Motion to approve by Mr. Scheffy 
Second by Ms. Davis 

 A roll call vote was taken with the following results: 
Yeas: 5   Ms. Davis, Ms. Lewis, Mr. Pointer, Mr. Scheffy, Mr. Washington 

  Nays: 0 
 Abstain: 0 
 Absent: 4    Ms. Bernard, Ms. Hall, Mr. Hughes, Mr. Temple 
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 Ms. Lewis expressed her appreciation to Ms. Fountain for the all the work she done in her 
brief tenure at BREC. Ms. Lewis continued and thanked Ms. Fountain and the staff for their work 
on the budget. Chairman Pointer concurred with Ms. Lewis and expressed his appreciation. 
 
Adjournment 

Chairman Pointer moved to adjourn, Mr. Washington seconded, and the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:00 p.m. without objection.  

 
_______________________________   __________________________            
Corey K. Wilson, Superintendent                              Kenneth Pointer, Chairman  
                               and Ex-Officio Secretary  
 


