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RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSION 
FOR THE PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE 

Regular Meeting – 5:00 p.m.  
BREC Administration Building 

6201 Florida Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

Commission Minutes 
January 26, 2023 

 
Call to Order 
            A regular meeting of the Recreation and Park Commission for the Parish of East Baton 
Rouge (BREC) was held at BREC’s Administrative Offices on January 26, 2023. The meeting 
was called to order at 5:05 p.m. by Chairman Kenneth Pointer. Commissioner Dwayne Rogers 
offered the invocation. Commissioner Rossie Washington Jr. led the pledge of allegiance. Roll 
was taken and a quorum of Commissioners was present including Kenneth Pointer, Chair; Sandra 
Davis, Vice Chair; Donna Collins Lewis, Treasurer; Dwayne Rogers; Nathan Rust; and Rossie 
Washington, Jr. Commissioner Collis Temple, Jr. arrived at 5:18 p.m. Commissioners Trina Hall 
and Jason Hughes were absent. Staff members present were Brandon Smith, Assistant 
Superintendent of Recreation; Reed Richard, Assistant Superintendent of System Planning; 
Aneatra Boykin, Chief Administrative Officer; Andrea Roberts, Chief Operating Officer; Tracy 
Fountain, Chief Financial Officer; Angela Harms; Steven Knight; Cheryl Michelet; Mike Raby; 
Darlene Winfield; and Chris Marchiafava. Jim Raines, legal counsel, and Carl Stages, Executive 
Director of BREC Foundation, were also in attendance. The rest of the audience consisted of 
other BREC staff and the public. 
    
Public Comment 

Chairman Pointer opened the floor for public comment on the agenda action items. He 
asked if there was anyone who would like to speak on any agenda action item. Hearing none, 
Chairman Pointer closed the floor.  

 
Adoption of Minutes 

Resolved, That the reading of the minutes of the Recreation and Park Commission 
Meeting of December 19, 2022 be dispensed with, and that they be approved as written. 

Motion to approve by Ms. Lewis 
Second by Mr. Washington 
Unanimously approved 

 
Consent Calendar 

Resolved, That the Recreation and Park Commission for the Parish of East Baton Rouge 
does hereby approve the Consent Calendar items. 
            Motion to approve by Mr. Washington 

Second by Ms. Davis 
            Unanimously approved 
 
 The following item was approved as part of the Consent Calendar: 
 Acceptance of Recommendations from the Human Resources Advisory Committee 

Resolved, That the Commission approve the Routine Personnel Transactions from 
December 7, 2022 to January 10, 2023. 
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Presentations 
The Chairman recognized Assistant Superintendent of System Planning Reed Richard to 

provide the construction update. He reviewed information for the ongoing and upcoming projects. 
 
The Commission viewed a brief video highlighting various upcoming events throughout 

the parish in the month of February. 
 
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees   

Chairman Pointer recognized Assistant Superintendent Brandon Smith to give the 
Superintendent’s report. Mr. Smith noted that he was filling in while Superintendent Wilson was 
in Washington, D.C. making connections with the nation’s leaders. On behalf of the 
Superintendent and the BREC team, Mr. Smith extended a welcome to the new Commission 
members, Mr. Rust and Mr. Rogers. Mr. Smith then reviewed the December 2022 attendance 
report. He noted that attendance in 2022 reached almost 1.3 million visits by patrons. This number 
only included facilities where participation can be tracked. It did not include general park users or 
users at facilities operated by partners such as Knock Knock Children's Museum, Baton Rouge 
Gallery, Baton Rouge Soccer, and others. Mr. Smith provided additional information about the 
different program areas.  

 
Mr. Smith introduced Aneatra Boykin to provide information about the Small Business 

Opportunity Program Seminar held on January 11. She stated that the event had 161 registered 
participants. All participants have been added to BREC’s Small Business Opportunity Program 
database and will be considered for future potential contracts with BREC. Ms. Boykin stated that 
the focus of the event was to discuss the importance of becoming a DBE ((certified Disadvantaged 
Business Enterprise) with not only the federal government but also with the City-Parish. The 
participants were told of the many opportunities at both BREC and the City-Parish. Ms. Boykin 
noted that on January 18 she also attended the DOTD (Department of Transportation and 
Development) DBE seminar and was able to gather an additional 50 registrants to add to BREC’s 
database. Ms. Lewis asked what type of businesses were represented. Ms. Boykin stated that 
most were construction, lawn services, and catering. Mr. Washington asked about plans for future 
events of this type. Ms. Boykin stated that three additional sessions were planned on a quarterly 
basis and that the next session would focus on processes. Ms. Boykin thanked all the directors 
and their staff for helping to make the event a success. 

 
Chairman Pointer noted that the Human Resources Advisory Committee had routine 

transactions only that were approved on the consent calendar. 
 
Chairman Pointer stated that the Planning and Park Resources Advisory Committee report 

was next. He recognized Mr. Richard to review the action items. Mr. Richard provided information 
about a proposed land acquisition that adjoins Forest Community Park. This land would provide 
additional programming opportunities and help protect the park from future developmental 
impacts. Mr. Richard read the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Commission approve the acquisition of four (4)± acres of land located 
at 14344 S. Harrell’s Ferry Road, in Baton Rouge, LA, adjacent to Forest Community Park for not 
to exceed $540,000 pending final legal review;  authorize superintendent to execute necessary 
documents. 

Motion to approve by Mr. Washington 
Second by Mr. Temple 
Unanimously approved 
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Mr. Richard reviewed the information regarding a proposed servitude agreement with the 
City of Baker for a regulator station for the new gas pipeline that runs along Lavey Lane. He 
answered questions from the Commission. In response to a question from Ms. Lewis, Mr. Richard 
stated that he would check to see if the area residents had been informed about the proposed 
regulator station. He then read the following resolution: 

 
Resolved, That the Commission approve a Predial Servitude Agreement granting the City 

of Baker a 900 sq. ft. gas regulation station servitude in the northeast portion of Greenwood Park 
along Lavey Lane contingent upon final legal review.  Authorize superintendent to execute 
necessary documents.   

Motion by Ms. Davis 
Second by Mr. Temple 
Approved by unanimous consent 

 
Chairman Pointer recognized Mr. Washington for the Selection of Professionals 

Committee report. Mr. Washington asked Mr. Richard to review the item regarding the selection 
of a consultant to help with the development of a Park and Recreation System Master Plan. Mr. 
Richard explained the process used by the ten member staff selection committee to evaluate and 
score the five submittals, which all included local firms on their teams. Three consultants were 
chosen to be further evaluated through an interview process. He stated that Agency Landscape 
+ Planning was the consultant being recommended for the contract. Mr. Richard answered 
questions from the Commission. He then read the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Commission approve awarding a contract for RFP No. 216 – Park and 
Recreation System Master Plan to Agency Landscape + Planning to develop a System Master 
Plan to better align with CAPRA standards. A strategic plan will also be developed as an 
implementation tool for the System Master Plan for a Not to Exceed Fee of $400,000. 

Motion to approve by Mr. Washington  
Second by Ms. Lewis 
Approved without objection 

 
The Chairman stated that the next item was the election of officers. The Chairman moved 

to postpone the election to the next meeting. 
Mr. Washington seconded. 
The motion was approved without objection. 
 
Chairman Pointer stated the next item was Unfinished Business and General Orders and 

recognized Tracy Fountain, Chief Financial Officer. Ms. Fountain stated that she was presenting 
the documentation to support the budget that was approved at the December meeting. She noted 
that resolution would be revised to include a budget amendment. She explained that the budget 
amount approved in December did not include the capital improvement budget and the budget 
amendment would resolve that issue. She then read the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Commission approve the presented budget exhibits to support total 
revenue and total expenditures of $97,059,047 approved at the regular Commission meeting on 
December 19, 2022. 

Motion to approve by Mr. Temple 
Second by Mr. Washington 
A roll call vote was taken with the following results: 
Yeas: 6   Ms. Davis, Ms. Lewis, Mr. Pointer, Mr. Rust, Mr. Temple, Mr. Washington 

  Nays: 0 
 Abstain: 1 Mr. Rogers 
 Absent: 2     Ms. Hall, Mr. Hughes 
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 Ms. Fountain began reading the second part of the resolution but was stopped by the 
Chairman when he realized that there was only supposed to be one resolution not two. Mr. Temple 
stated that he wanted to withdraw his motion and Mr. Washington withdrew his second. The will 
of the Commission was to rescind the previous vote and consider the adoption of the revised 
resolution as had been proposed in the handout they had received on the item. 
 
 Ms. Fountain then read the revised resolution as follows: 

Resolved, That the Commission approve the presented budget exhibits to support total 
revenue and total expenditures of $97,059,047 approved at the regular Commission meeting on 
December 19, 2022. Be it further resolved, that Commission approve 2023 Budget Amendment 
#1 increasing funding of $20,750,325 to the Capital Improvement Program Fund 202, resulting in 
total expenditures of $117,805,206. 

 
Before any further action was taken, Ms. Lewis asked Ms. Fountain to briefly review the 

action being proposed for the benefit of the new Commission members and anyone not present 
at the December meeting. Ms. Fountain explained the action taken to approve a balanced  budget 
at the previous meeting and that it had not included the funding and expenditures for the capital 
improvement program.  The adoption of proposed revised resolution, with the budget amendment 
included, would resolve that issue.  

 
Mr. Temple made a motion to approve the revised budget resolution. 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Washington. 
A roll call vote was taken with the following results: 
Yeas: 6   Ms. Davis, Ms. Lewis, Mr. Pointer, Mr. Rust, Mr. Temple, Mr. Washington 

  Nays: 0 
 Abstain: 1 Mr. Rogers 
 Absent: 2     Ms. Hall, Mr. Hughes 
 The motion was adopted. 
  
 Chairman Pointer recognized Ms. Fountain to review the items under New Business. She 
explained that since there was no Finance Committee meeting in January, the items would be 
considered under New Business. She then read the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Commission award Sealed Bid 1825 – Central Sports Park Bleacher 
Shades to the lowest responsive bidder, Hahn Enterprises, Inc., for the Base Bid and two (2) 
Alternates for a total of $316,163.00 contingent upon concurrence from State of Louisiana Facility 
Planning and Control. 
 Motion by Mr. Washington 
 Second by Ms. Lewis 
 Unanimously approved 
 
 Ms. Fountain then read the following resolution: 
 Resolved, that the Commission approve Change Order No. 8 to the existing contract with 
Capitol Construction LLC for the Howell Community Park Rec Center and Pool for $19,854.09 
and -0- days for general conditions to complete scope previously accepted in Change Order No. 
5.  Original contract amount - $7,495,000; new contract amount through CO#8 - $8,031,370.72; 
total increase 7.16%. 
 
 Ms. Lewis asked if this was the last change order. Mr. Temple asked when the project 
would be completed and for the current percentage of completion. Mr. Richard stated it should be 
completed in July or August and that it is about 70 to 75% complete. Mr. Temple asked additional 
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questions about the cost of the project and the possibility of additional change orders. Mr. Richard 
provided additional information about the project. 
 
 Mr. Richard read the resolution again as follows:  

Resolved, that the Commission approve Change Order No. 8 to the existing contract with 
Capitol Construction LLC for the Howell Community Park Rec Center and Pool for $19,854.09 
and -0- days for general conditions to complete scope previously accepted in Change Order No. 
5.  Original contract amount - $7,495,000; new contract amount through CO#8 - $8,031,370.72; 
total increase 7.16%. 
 Motion to approve by Mr. Temple 
 Second by Mr. Washington 
 Approved without objection  
 
Adjournment 

Chairman Pointer moved to adjourn, Ms. Lewis seconded, and the meeting was adjourned 
at 6:06 p.m. without objection.  

 
_______________________________   __________________________            
Brandon L. Smith, Assistant Superintendent             Kenneth Pointer, Chairman  
                                
 


