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RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSION 
FOR THE PARISH OF EAST BATON ROUGE 

Regular Meeting – 5:00 p.m.  
BREC Administration Building 

6201 Florida Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

Commission Minutes 
February 23, 2023 

 
Call to Order 
            A regular meeting of the Recreation and Park Commission for the Parish of East Baton 
Rouge (BREC) was held at BREC’s Administrative Offices on February 23, 2023. The meeting 
was called to order at 5:07 p.m. by Chairman Kenneth Pointer. Commissioner Donna Collins 
Lewis offered the invocation. Commissioner Rossie Washington Jr. led the pledge of allegiance. 
Roll was taken and a quorum of Commissioners was present including Kenneth Pointer, Chair; 
Donna Collins Lewis, Treasurer; Trina Hall; Jason Hughes; Nathan Rust; Collis Temple, Jr.; and 
Rossie Washington, Jr. Commissioners Sandra Davis and Dwayne Rogers were absent. Staff 
members present were Corey K. Wilson, Superintendent; Reed Richard, Assistant 
Superintendent of System Planning; Brandon Smith, Assistant Superintendent of Recreation; 
Aneatra Boykin, Chief Administrative Officer; Andrea Roberts, Chief Operating Officer; Tracy 
Fountain, Chief Financial Officer; Katrina Coots-Ward; Angela Harms; Steven Knight; Cheryl 
Michelet; Mike Raby; Darlene Winfield; and Chris Marchiafava. Murphy Foster, legal counsel;  
Carl Stages, Executive Director of BREC Foundation; and sign language interpreters Bernice 
Cooper and Vallerie Fletcher were also in attendance. The rest of the audience consisted of other 
BREC staff and the public. 
    
Public Comment 

Chairman Pointer opened the floor for public comment on the agenda action items. He 
asked if there was anyone who would like to speak on any agenda action item. Hearing none, 
Chairman Pointer closed the floor.  

 
Adoption of Minutes 

Resolved, That the reading of the minutes of the Recreation and Park Commission 
Meeting of January 26, 2023 be dispensed with, and that they be approved as written. 

Motion to approve by Mr. Washington 
Second by Mr. Hughes 
Unanimously approved 

 
Consent Calendar 

Resolved, That the Recreation and Park Commission for the Parish of East Baton Rouge 
does hereby approve the Consent Calendar items. 
            Motion to approve by Ms. Lewis 

Second by Ms. Hall 
            Unanimously approved 
 
 The following item was approved as part of the Consent Calendar: 
 Acceptance of Recommendations from the Human Resources Advisory Committee 

Resolved, That the Commission approve the Routine Personnel Transactions from 
January 11, 2023 to February 6, 2023. 
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Presentations 
The Chairman recognized Assistant Superintendent of System Planning Reed Richard to 

provide the construction update. Mr. Richard reviewed information for the ongoing and upcoming 
projects and answered questions. 

 
The Commission viewed a brief video highlighting various upcoming events throughout 

the parish during the month of March. 
 
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees   

Mr. Pointer recognized Mr. Wilson for the Superintendent’s Report.  Mr. Wilson stated that 
there were two Administrative Matters. He read the first resolution as follows: 

Resolved, that the Commission approve a Predial Servitude Agreement granting the City 
of Baker a servitude in a portion of South Magnolia Park for a sewer lift station in the location of 
an existing sewer lift station for the purpose of establishing a servitude of record contingent upon 
final legal review.  Authorize the superintendent to execute necessary documents.   

Motion to approve by Mr. Temple 
Second by Mr. Hughes 
Unanimously approved 
 
The Superintendent gave a brief explanation and read the following resolution: 
Resolved, that the Commission approve a grant agreement with the Department of the 

Army (USACE) for ecosystem services data collection and preliminary analysis assistance to 
support BREC planning efforts, including review of existing and development of new data sets, 
preparation of an ecosystem services summary report, and project management, as part of the 
Planning Assistance to States (PAS) grant program.  Total cost estimate is $450,000, with BREC 
contributing 50% or $225,000.  Authorize superintendent to execute necessary documents. 

Motion to approve by Mr. Washington 
Second by Ms. Lewis 
Approved by unanimous consent 
 
Under Communications, Mr. Wilson thanked Assistant Superintendent Brandon Smith for 

filling in for him at the January Commission meeting while he was in Washington attending the 
D.C. Mardi Gras event which allowed him to connect with the Louisiana congressional delegation. 
The Superintendent told the Commissioners about an item approved at the Metro Council meeting 
on the previous evening. The Metro Council voted to request an opinion from the state attorney 
general regarding whether a council member could be appointed to the BREC Commission. Mr. 
Wilson stated that since BREC was created by the state legislature such an appointment to serve 
on the Commission would violate the dual office holding statues in state law. He noted that he 
had provided a listing of the schedule of meetings with elected officials and Commissioners. The 
Superintendent told the Commission that for the first time BREC would be participating in a “park 
and recreation day at the capitol”. He reviewed the January attendance report. The 
Superintendent invited the Commission members to attend a celebration being held at Reames 
Road Park on March 4 to honor Ms. Audrey Nabors-Jackson for her many years of service to 
BREC. Superintendent Wilson told the Commission about how BREC continues to celebrate the 
Gold Medal with employee recognition events held at different facilities around the parish, 
participation in Mardi Gras parades, and a special celebration being held on March 27 for all 
employees with help from the Baton Rouge Area Chamber, Visit Baton Rouge, and BREC 
Foundation.  

 
Mr. Temple asked how many council members were seeking appointment to the BREC 

Commission. Superintendent Wilson stated that Councilman Hurst requested that the city attorney 
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seek an opinion from the attorney general on whether a council member could be appointed to 
the BREC Commission and other boards or commissions. 

 
Chairman Pointer recognized Ms. Lewis for the Finance Advisory Committee report. Ms. 

Lewis introduced Chief Financial Officer Tracy Fountain to review the items. Ms. Fountain asked 
if there were any questions about the financial statements, hearing none she proceeded to read 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Commission accept the unaudited financial statements for the eleven 
months ending November 30, 2022 (fiscal year-to-date period January 1 – November 30, 2022), 
as presented. 

Motion by Mr. Washington 
Second by Ms. Lewis 
Unanimously approved 
 
Ms. Fountain then read the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Commission accept the unaudited financial statements for the twelve 

months ending December 31, 2022 (fiscal year-to-date period January 1 – December 31, 2022), 
as presented. 

Motion by Ms. Hall 
Second by Mr. Hughes 
Unanimously approved 
 
Under Claims and Settlements, Ms. Fountain read the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Commission approve a negotiated full and final settlement with Samuel 

Matthews in the amount of $25,000 for any and all claims associated with the motor vehicle 
accident on or about November 18, 2020, as recommended by legal counsel with each party to 
bear their own court costs; authorize the Superintendent to execute the necessary documents. 

Motion by Mr. Washington 
Second by Mr. Temple 
Approved by unanimous consent 
 
Under Administrative Matters, Ms. Fountain gave a brief explanation of the requested 

policy change and read the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Commission approve revising the Finance Administrative Policy 

Manual, Chapter 17 – Management of Small Claims, Sections 1 and 2 and to increase the amount 
of the settlement for self/uninsured claims approved by the Superintendent under the advisement 
of General Counsel to $25,000, as presented. 

 
Ms. Fountain noted that the Commissioners had been provided with a handout showing 

the total remaining Capital Improvement Plan projects budgeted. In addition, the monthly capital 
outlay purchases over $25,000 and the contracts under $50,000 were included in their agenda 
attachments. There were no questions from the Commission about the information items. 

 
Chairman Pointer recognized Ms. Hall for the Selection of Professionals Committee report. 

Ms. Hall read the first resolution as follows: 
Resolved, That the Commission approve extending contract #20220000192 with Robert 

Half International, Inc. beginning on March 1, 2023 for Finance staff augmentation for an 
additional amount not to exceed $165,000 for a new contract total of $668,960. 

Motion to approve by Mr. Washington 
Second by Mr. Hughes 
Unanimously approved 
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 Ms. Hall read the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Commission approve the amending the contract with Westaff 

Temporary Staffing Services (State Contract #4400022627) increasing the contract amount by 
$80,000 from $450,000 to a new contract total not to exceed $530,000 for 2023. 

Motion to approve by Mr. Temple 
Second by Ms. Lewis 
Unanimously approved 

 
 Ms. Hall read the resolution and provided an explanation of the following item: 

Resolved, that the Commission approve Amendment No. 4 for $43,985 to Contract 2016-
184 with SJB Group LLC, for additional compensation reflecting the construction costs designed 
by SJB Group and removed by change order from the construction contract due to constructability 
and erosion issues in the Bluebonnet Extension Trail Segment project.  The new contract total 
will be $174,018. 

 
The Chairman stated that the Commission had received an email from Phillip Lillard in 

opposition to the item. 
 
Mr. Temple made a motion to approve Amendment 4 to Contract 2016-184 with SJB 

Group LLC. 
Mr. Hughes seconded. 
Unanimously approved 

 
 Ms. Hall then read the following resolution: 

Resolved, that the Commission approve Amendment No. 1 for $30,000 to Contract 2020-
172 with The Broussard Group, Inc. for additional master plan refinement requested by BREC to 
reach Phase 1 budget for the Airline Hwy Phase 1 Construction project.  The new contract total 
will be $1,022,092 not including reimbursable expenses.   

Motion to approve by Mr. Washington 
Second by Mr. Temple 
Approved by unanimous consent 

 
Ms. Hall read the following resolution with a correction to the amount being reimbursed to 

BREC. 
Resolved, that the Commission approve the award of a contract for RFP 213 - Professional 

Design Consultant Services for the Louisiana Watershed Initiative (LWI) sponsored Cypress 
Bayou Green Infrastructure Project to Duplantis Design Group for schematic design, design 
development, construction documents, hydraulic and hydrologic analysis, topographic survey, 
environmental clearance, geotechnical services, bidding, and construction administration for a 
contract total of $1,042,953, utilizing Disaster Recovery CDBG funds. BREC will be reimbursed 
approximately $210,565 from the CDBG funds. 

Motion to approve by Mr. Washington 
Second by Mr. Hughes 
Unanimously approved 

 
 Ms. Hall read the following resolution: 

Resolved, that the Commission approve Amendment No. 1 for $20,000 to Contract 
2021000141 with Jeffrey Carbo Landscape Architects LLC, for services not required in the initial 
scope of work, including additional plan graphic, concept plan revisions, additional cost 
estimating, steering committee and coordination meetings, and a digital presentation 
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development for a grant request, for the Independence Park Universally Accessible Playground 
project.  The new contract total will be $115,000. 

Motion to approve by Mr. Washington 
Second by Mr. Hughes 
Unanimously approved 

  
 Lastly, Ms. Hall read the following resolution: 

Resolved, that the Commission approve a contract with CSRS, Inc. for surveying services 
including topographic, sub-surface utility marking, and utility marking surveys, and engineering 
services including DOTD construction documents, agency/utility coordination, bidding, and 
construction administration for turn lane improvements for the Airline Hwy Park Ph 1 project for 
$73,600 plus NTE $2,000 for reimbursable expenses. 

Motion to approve by Ms. Lewis 
Second by Mr. Washington 
Unanimously approved 
 

Reports of Special Committees 
The Chairman stated that the Internal Process Review Committee report was information 

only. 
 
Special Orders 

The Chairman stated that the next item was the election of officers. Mr. Washington moved 
to defer the election to the next meeting. 

Mr. Hughes seconded. 
The motion was approved without objection. 

  
 Chairman Pointer requested a consent to consider adding an item to the agenda under 
Special Orders – Appointments to Standing Committees.  
 Mr. Washington made a motion to add the item. 
 Mr. Hughes seconded. 
 The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
 Mr. Pointer requested approval of the appointment of Melvin Sylvester to the Human 
Resources Advisory Committee. 
 Motion by Mr. Washington 
 Second by Mr. Hughes 
 Unanimously approved 
 
New Business 
 The Chairman asked for a motion to defer the following two items under New Business to 
the next meeting: 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – The Recreation and Park Commission for the Parish of East 
Baton Rouge (“BREC”) anticipates calling an Executive Session pursuant to LSA-R.S. 
42:17(A)(1), for the purpose of discussion of the performance and professional 
competence of the Superintendent and discussion of a possible salary and contract 
adjustment. 
 
Superintendent Salary and Contract Adjustment 

 
 Motion to defer by Mr. Washington   
 Second by Mr. Rust 
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 Unanimously approved 
 
Adjournment 

Mr. Washington moved to adjourn, Mr. Hughes seconded, and Chairman Pointer 
adjourned the meeting at 6:00 p.m. without objection.  

 
_______________________________   __________________________            
Corey K. Wilson, Superintendent                              Kenneth Pointer, Chairman 
                               and Ex-Officio Secretary  
DRAFT 
 


