


Agenda

ÁStrategic Planning:  The purpose of this meeting/presentation

ÁReview of Imagine Your Parks1

ÁOverview of the Imagine Your Parks2 process

ÁRecent trends in recreation

ÁResponse questions throughout



Our Purpose Tonight: Strategic Planning

Á Strategic Plan ïwhat is it?

Å A planning effort that produces fundamental decisions and actions to guide 

the next 10 years of BREC and the Parish it serves.

Á Why do we need a Strategic Plan?

Å To set priorities, focus energy, and limited resources.

ÅEnsure we are all working toward the communityôs common goals.

ÅñBetter Parks ð Better Livingò The quality of our parks is directly related to 

the quality of life we enjoy in the Parish. 



It's time to re-imagine the system 

again. help us understand how we can 

improve the quality of our parks and 

quality of life.

We need your input!

Á2004-2014
Program ends Dec. 31, 2014

Á2015-2024

Program begins Jan. 1, 2015

Our Purpose Tonight: Program Comparison



Program Comparison
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Community 
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The Existing Park System

Central

Baton Rouge

Baker

Shenandoah

Merrydale

Gardere

Brownfields

Old Jefferson

Monticello

Oak Hills Place
Village St. George

Westminster

Inniswold

Zachary

ÁOver 6,000 Acres 

Á181 Parks

ÅCommunity 

Parks

ÅNeighborhood 

Parks

ÅSpecial Use 

Facilities

ÅNature Parks

ÅHistoric Sites

Á37 Miles of Trails



Á221 Athletic Fields

Á161 Tennis Courts

Á158 Basketball/ 
Multi -use Courts

Á136 Playgrounds

Á3 Skate Parks

Á1 BMX Track

Á1 Archery Range

The Existing Park System



Á4 Swimming Pools
(Howell, Brooks, Anna T. Jordan, 
Gus Young)

Á3 Splash Pads Built
(City, Forest, Greenwood)

Á1 Family Aquatic Facility
(Liberty Lagoon) 

ÁTrails (Walking/Jogging/ 
Nature/Water) 

The Existing Park System



Á60 Recreation Centers

Á3 Senior Centers

(Sr. Programs at 17 Centers)

Á149 Picnic Areas

Á7 Golf Courses

Á5 Dog Parks

Á1 Zoo, 1000 animals

The Existing Park System



Å12 new community parks

Å5 dog parks 

ÅLiberty Lagoon Water Park 

ÅSkateboard parks 

ÅFishing ponds

ÅA new conservation area in Central 

ÅImproved playgrounds 

ÅA growing trails system, 

ÅImprovements  to our neighborhood 
parks

ÅImprovements to our special use 
facilities

Achievements: 2004 - Present



Liberty Lagoon Family Aquatic 
Center

City ςBrooks Community Park

Achievements: 2004 - Present



Swamp Stompers & Swamp 
Counselors in Training

First Racket Tennis Programs at 
City Park

Achievements: 2004 - Present



Flannery Road Park ςKaBOOM!  
Build Day

Anna T. Jordan Community Park

Achievements: 2004 - Present



Baton Rouge Zoo 
άDŜŀǳȄ ²ƛƭŘέ 

Greenwood Community Park

Convention Street Park

Louisiana Chapter

Achievements: 2004 - Present



Projects in Progress

Expressway Park

YƴƻŎƪ YƴƻŎƪ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aǳǎŜǳƳTurner Visitors Center at Magnolia Mound

Capital Area Pathways Project



Central Community Park Sports Complex

Sandy Creek Trail ConstructionBluebonnet Swamp Education Center

Independence Park Cyber Café & Teaching Garden

Projects in Progress



.w9/Ωǎ нлмо .ǳŘƎŜǘ wŜǾŜƴǳŜ

75%

21%

4%

Ad Valorem 
(Property)
Taxes

Self-Generating
(User Fees)

Grants, Donations,
State and Federal 
Governments



2004 Funding Review
M

ill
io

n
s

C
o

m
m

u
n

ity
P

a
rk

s

A
q

u
a
tic

s



IYP2Planning Process

Å2 Parish-Wide 
Workshops

Å33 Area Meetings

ÅFocus Groups

ÅCommunity Surveys

ÅMindMixer ςOnline 
Virtual Town Hall

ÅAnalysis of Your 
Input

ÅRecreation Programs 
& Facilities Analysis

ÅEconomic Impact & 
Demographic Studies

ÅVisioning

ÅPrioritizing Needs & 
Resources

Å Implementation Plan

ÅDraft Strategic Plan

ÅFinal Plan 
Presentation

1. Public 
Input

2. Analysis
& Synthesis

3. Plan 
Development

Public Input Throughout



We Want Your Input!

ÁThe next set of slides include questions that 
are asked during live presentations to receive 
instant feedback.

ÁIf you would like to answer these questions 
please login to http://iyp2.mindmixer.com

ÁOr email your comments to 
planning@brec.org

http://iyp2.mindmixer.com/


What is your gender?

A. Male

B. Female

We Want Your Input!



What is your age?

A. Under 12

B. 12 to 17

C. 18 to 24

D. 25 to 34

E. 35 to 44

F. 45 to 64

G. 65 and above

We Want Your Input!



Enhancing access to parks plays a critical role in combatting obesity, diabetes 
and other health issues 

A. Parks and Public Health

Trends Shaping 21st Century Parks



Central Park
New York, NY

City-Brooks Community Park
Baton Rouge, LA

[ŜǾŜǊŀƎƛƴƎ ǇŀǊƪǎΩ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƭŀƴŘ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΣ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ 
community character 

B. Parks Without Borders

Trends Shaping 21st Century Parks



Preserving, restoring, re-vegetating and re-creating natural landscapes

Utilizing parks to manage storm water and mitigate climatic and air quality problems

C. Parks Providing Environmental Benefits

Trends Shaping 21st Century Parks



Expanding knowledge and stewardship with hands-on, in-the-field 
experience

Magnolia Mound Plantation Bluebonnet Swamp

D. Parks as Learning Environments

Trends Shaping 21st Century Parks



TangheRiver Park 
Qinhuangdao, China

Introducing public art that activates and enchants

Convention Street Park

E. Public Art in Parks

Trends Shaping 21st Century Parks



Jay PritzkerPavilion, Millenium Park
Chicago, IL

Central Park
New York, NY

Generating revenue to support recreation, while enhancing the visitor 
experience

F. Partnerships & Enterprise

Trends Shaping 21st Century Parks

http://images.suite101.com/1094107_com_ferrara1.jpg
http://images.suite101.com/1094107_com_ferrara1.jpg


Which trend is most important to you: (Choose 2)

A. Parks and Public Health

B. Parks Without Borders

C. Parks Providing 
Environmental Benefits

D. Parks as Learning 
Environments

E. Public Art in Parks

F. Partnerships & Enterprise

G. Other

Trends Shaping 21st Century Parks



Aesthetics and Design

A. άbƻ-aƻǿέ ½ƻƴŜǎέ
Places where grass is mowed less frequently, conserving 
maintenance costs and providing a natural aesthetic.


